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CHESSIN AWARDED $24,000 GRANT 
TO STUDY CACTUS VIRUS
MISSOULA--
Meyer Chessin, professor of botany at the University of Montana, has been 
awarded a National Science Foundation grant of $24,000 to be used over a two- 
year period, according to Fred S. H fakala, director of research for the UM 
Foundation.
Dr. Chessin's study is entitled "Natural Distribution and Characterization 
of Cactus Virus." It will involve collection of cactuses native to the Southwest 
United States and Mexico. He will be searching for wild plant resevoirs of 
virus in these cactuses.
Some of these viruses are closely related to several plant viruses which 
are very destructive to such crops as the potato and tobacco, Dr. Chessin said.I
The project also will be a detailed study of the Sammon's Opuntia virus, 
which is similar to the tobacco mosaic virus. So far, however, no direct 
relationship has been determined, according to Dr. Chessin.
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